Chapter 4: Abraham and the Historicity of the Bible.

Anot her week had passed. As the two boys stoed out si
cognizing his voice, Professor Ho r epl inéXaohiertegetiwithy , @AH
the confidence of establishedgaiaintance to find Professor Ho sitting as usual behind the now familiar clutter of books

on his oversized desk. He di d rstonted deats without waitings@lasikged. and t

Xi ao Wang spoke first. il sent the whole week checki
and the fossil record[See chapter 3.]I agree that there really is nothing like an evolutionary succession among+the fo
silss, despite what my textbooks <c¢cl ai med. And | agree tha
6ol dé one. aThorysd Owceu riprisoakdieuse o ult coafn 6tthebe an at hei st al
make any sense! Thehas to be a creator.

AEvery morning this week when | 6ve gotten up and | ook
The trees, the birds, the people: | see now that they were deSignede at e d , I shoul d saso. And
much more beautiful! To think that someone is standin
Xi ao Wangds eyes were shining and he was smiling witho

wrinkles deepearound his happy eyes.

ABut now | have another problem. o0 Xi ao Wangds face s
his eyebrows knit together in sympathetic concentratio
findout ? 0
Professor Ho nodded emphatically. AAbsol ut el ytly, Thos
thatds where we stopped | ast week. Nature show us the

And howcanw& n o w? 0

AHow dkmowybat heds the 6Yahwehd of the Bible?d Xiao Wa
added, fi | me an, I dondét want to offend you, Professor

Al think by now you know | &dm not stfifeemsdled by peopl e e
AAl right then, o0 Xiao Wang said with a sharp nod, f@AHow
Professor Ho searched among the folders on his desk and pulled out a well worn sheet and placed it on the desktop

bet ween t hem. fi l&sbtime Irsdidghere was a threemstepeproof of the truth of Christianity:

1. Nature demonstratebat a supernaturally powerful, nomaterial Creator exists.

2. History and archeology demonstrate that the Bible records are historically accurate and adleg+ us
proximatelydate when the Bible was written

3. Prophecieswritten in the Bibleand fulfilled long afterwardiemonstrate that is a revelation from God.

Step one, the testimony of Nature, has been given to all mentally competent human beingsd Bynese the Re

son God has given us to interpret the Nature God has placed us in, and then we can see it. But all it shows-us is His e
istence, Hispoer , and a | ittle bit about His nature, tuelcant He 0 s
also give us some idea about His character, at least that He cares &bautuser al |l , the worl d and
designed to enable us to liv&éhe Bble points this out:

[A]nd yet He [God] did not leave Himself without witness, in tHatdid good and gave you rains fromahe
ven and fruiful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladngsss'14:17 NAS)

Thatdéds the most Nature can tell wus: That God is epowerf
ficent . Thatds a good start, but itds not enough to | et
that reveals to us more about His heart and character.

The first thing to r eparliinzaer ialbyo uat bhtohoek Boifb Ihei sitsortyh.at Iitt
takes place in real human history, and it shows how Go

AHow can we be sure itédés true?0d0 Xiao Wang wondered.

ifWe use the same met metdesaccwacy ovanydthdr histarieal dbcamestx \@encompare it
to other historical documents and to the findings of archaeology.

AThe historical evidence begins with chapter 1 of Ge
ward them. ADo you see how thick this book is? I'n Chinese
the Bible on his right palm and held up the firsot ten
logical confirmationt he f i rst ten chapt erdshedtappedde thersnmig pagedAd Ha g her r e
more or less historical confirmation available outside the Bible. Genesis chapter 11 ends at aracmdi# 6the of
Abraham. From there on to abo@0lsc, & here he held upthe next250 pagesiyou can use dri story
l ogy to corroborate the Biblebés mention of countries,
words, including names commonly used intee p o d . 0

AlAsbr aham mentioned outside the Bible?0 asked Xiao Li

ANot that we can be certain of, but people with the s
which confirm specific people and events in the Bible, you have to wait botit 200Gc, roughly the time of King
David. 0of eBsroeg Mo pulled up the |l ast 950 pages of the B
increasing amounts of historical records and archaeological findings which mention the very galmepsces and
events recorded in the Bible.



Reasonable Faith Chapter 4Abraham and the Historicity of the Bible. Page2

ALet s | ook at some off the history after the Flljood. o

The Tower of Babel and the Origin of Human Races
and Languages

Professor Ho flipped back toward the beginning ¢
the Bible in his hand and read:

=

11:1 Now the whole earth used the same language
and the same words. 2 And it came about as they
journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land
of Shinar and gded there. 3 And they said to onge
another, "Come, let us make bricks and kthiem
thoroughly."And they used brick for stone, and
they used tar for mortar. 4 And they said, "Comg,
let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whpse
top will reachinto heaven, and let us make for
ourselves a name; lest we be scattered abroad|over

the face of the wHe earth.” 5 And the LORD Reconstructed example of bricks with tar as mortar at Urun so

: ; Mesopotamia (calle
came down to see the city and the tower which |t é“ eastern
sons of men had built. 6 And the LORD said, § 0@Bc (much later than the Tower of Babel). Thassge commor

building materials in ancient Mesopotamia, a point accuragely 1
"Behold, they are one people, and they all have flectedgin the Bble. See Notel. P P Y

the same language. And this is what they begahrto

do, and now nothing which they purpdsedo will be impossible for them. 7 "Come, let Us go down and
there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered
them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped buildiitygy e herefore its

name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there
the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole @aftis 11:19 NAS)

There are three lines of evidence which destrate the historicity of the events in this passage: the language families
of the world, the different races of humanity, and the early emergence of cities indéesiag

Linguistic evidence: The language fdies of the world
A The ma n yanguagesfirethre evorltl today can be classified into families. For example, Chinesbetad T
belong to the Sindibetan family, whie English and Russian belong to the Ifeloropean family. Modernriguistic
research has demonstrated that all the @iffemembers of a
given language family developed from the same origimal la
guage. Because of the geographical separation of humans,
through processes of linguistic change these sevegahalri
languages developed into many different local languages, such
as Chinads codmricltess o di fferent d

Ailsnét that just |like evolutior
fi No, itds just | ike varii-ati on
nalotodmmguagesdé were fully functi

In many cases, their grammar waere complex than that of
modernlaguages. 0

AHow many original | anguages we
to know.
AThere is no general agreement

have been more than ten. These original mother tongues were

all unique; no linguisticelationship can be found among them.

There is no reason to think any one was derived from drey.ot

This is an example of how the historical records in the Bible fit

with evidences outside the Bible
countless different langges all originally came from a set

number of unrelated languages. Modern linguistics agrees.

Biological evidence: The different races of humanity
AThe confusion of | anguages at
indirectly to the development of different raceWith their uity
broken by their inability to communicate, humans began tb sca
they all trace back to a limited number of unredase- ter across the globe, doubtless divjded acc_ording to languages.
guages in the past (about 12 in thisreate). This fact ig The result was geographical |_soIat|or_1 and mbreedlng of_small
in keeping with the Bi bl|groups. Injustafew generations, this woalldw certain ni
languages at the Tower ofiBel. Diagram from Noté. | nor traits, such as the color of eyes and skin or the shape-of ey

A classification of the languages of the world. Note h
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