
Chapter 4: Abraham and the Historicity of the Bible. 
 

 Another week had passed.  As the two boys stood outside the office door, Xiao Wang called ñProfessor Ho!ò  Re-

cognizing his voice, Professor Ho replied brightly, ñHey!  Xiao Wang, come in!ò  Xiao Wang and Xiao Li entered with 

the confidence of established acquaintance to find Professor Ho sitting as usual behind the now familiar clutter of books 

on his oversized desk.  He didnôt bother rising, and the boys took their accustomed seats without waiting to be asked. 

 Xiao Wang spoke first.  ñI sent the whole week checking out the things you said last time about the age of the earth 

and the fossil record.  [See chapter 3.]   I agree that there really is nothing like an evolutionary succession among the fos-

sils, despite what my textbooks claimed.  And I agree that there is far more evidence for a óyoungô earth than for an 

óoldô one.  To use your metaphor, Iôve broken out of the prison house.  I canôt be an atheist anymore.  Atheism doesnôt 

make any sense!  There has to be a creator. 

 ñEvery morning this week when Iôve gotten up and looked out the window, itôs been like seeing a whole new world!  

The trees, the birds, the people: I see now that they were designedðcreated, I should say.  And itôs so much brighter, so 

much more beautiful!  To think that someone is standing behind it all, that he prepared it all.  It changes everything!ò  

Xiao Wangôs eyes were shining and he was smiling without knowing it.  Professor Ho was smiling too, etching all the 

wrinkles deeper around his happy eyes. 

 ñBut now I have another problem.ò  Xiao Wangôs face suddenly clouded over.  Professor Hoôs expression followed, 

his eyebrows knit together in sympathetic concentration.  ñWho is this creator?  Does he know about me?  How can I 

find out?ò 

 Professor Ho nodded emphatically.  ñAbsolutely!  Those are just the questions we must ask.  If I remember correctly, 

thatôs where we stopped last week.  Nature show us there that there must be a supernatural Creator.  But who is He?  

And how can we know?ò 

 ñHow do you know that heôs the óYahwehô of the Bible?ò Xiao Wang asked earnestly.  Then he caught himself and 

added, ñI mean, I donôt want to offend you, Professor Ho.ò 

 ñI think by now you know Iôm not offended by people expressing doubts and questions!ò 

 ñAlright then,ò Xiao Wang said with a sharp nod, ñHow do you know itôs your God and your Bible?ò 

 Professor Ho searched among the folders on his desk and pulled out a well worn sheet and placed it on the desktop 

between them.  ñYou might remember last time I said there was a three step proof of the truth of Christianity: 
 

1. Nature demonstrates that a supernaturally powerful, non-material Creator exists. 

2. History and archeology demonstrate that the Bible records are historically accurate and allow us to ap-

proximately date when the Bible was written.   

3. Prophecies written in the Bible and fulfilled long afterward demonstrate that it is a revelation from God. 
 

Step one, the testimony of Nature, has been given to all mentally competent human beings.  We need only use the Rea-

son God has given us to interpret the Nature God has placed us in, and then we can see it.  But all it shows us is His ex-

istence, His power, and a little bit about His nature, that Heôs not part of the material universe.  Beyond that, Nature can 

also give us some idea about His character, at least that He cares about usðafter all, the world and itôs ecosystem seem 

designed to enable us to live.  The Bible points this out: 
 

[A]nd yet He [God] did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from hea-

ven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness. " (Acts 14:17 NAS) 
 

Thatôs the most Nature can tell us: That God is powerful, that Heôs fundamentally different from us, and that Heôs bene-

ficent.  Thatôs a good start, but itôs not enough to let us really know Him.  We need a communication, a word from Him 

that reveals to us more about His heart and character.  Thatôs what the Bible is.    

 The first thing to realize about the Bible is that itôs primarily a book of history.  It contains no myths.  Itôs action 

takes place in real human history, and it shows how God has acted throughout that history.ò 

 ñHow can we be sure itôs true?ò Xiao Wang wondered. 

 ñWe use the same methods we would use to examine the accuracy of any other historical document.  We compare it 

to other historical documents and to the findings of archaeology. 

 ñThe historical evidence begins with chapter 11 of Genesis.ò  He held up a Bible in his right hand with the edge to-

ward them.  ñDo you see how thick this book is?  In Chinese, on average, it runs to about 1,200 pages.ò  He opened up 

the Bible on his right palm and held up the first ten pages.  ñThis is the part for which we canôt get historical or archaeo-

logical confirmation: the first ten chapters of Genesis.  All the rest of itò ð he tapped on the remaining pages ð ñhas or 

more or less historical confirmation available outside the Bible.  Genesis chapter 11 ends at around 2100BC, the time of 

Abraham.  From there on to about 1000BC,ò ð here he held up the next 250 pages ð ñyou can use history and archaeo-

logy to corroborate the Bibleôs mention of countries, cities, cultural customs, levels of material culture and specific 

words, including names commonly used in the period.ò 

 ñIs Abraham mentioned outside the Bible?ò asked Xiao Li excitedly. 

 ñNot that we can be certain of, but people with the same name are.  For specific records from outside the Bible 

which confirm specific people and events in the Bible, you have to wait until about 1000BC, roughly the time of King 

David.ò  Here Professor Ho pulled up the last 950 pages of the Bible in his palm.  ñFrom there on to the end, you have 

increasing amounts of historical records and archaeological findings which mention the very same people, places and 

events recorded in the Bible. 
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Reconstructed example of bricks with tar as mortar at Ur in sou-

theastern Mesopotamia (called óShinarô in the Bible), c.2500-

2000BC (much later than the Tower of Babel).  These were common 

building materials in ancient Mesopotamia, a point accurately re-

flected in the Bible. See Note 1. 

 
A classification of the languages of the world.  Note how 

they all trace back to a limited number of  unrelated lan-

guages in the past (about 12 in this estimate).  This fact is 

in keeping with the Bibleôs record of the confusion of 

languages at the Tower of Babel.  Diagram from Note 1. 

 ñLetôs look at some of the history after the Flood.ò 

 

The Tower of Babel and the Origin of Human Races 

and Languages 

 Professor Ho flipped back toward the beginning of 

the Bible in his hand and read: 
 

11:1 Now the whole earth used the same language 

and the same words. 2 And it came about as they 

journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land 

of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one 

another, "Come, let us make bricks and burn them 

thoroughly." And they used brick for stone, and 

they used tar for mortar. 4 And they said, "Come, 

let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose 

top will reach into heaven, and let us make for 

ourselves a name; lest we be scattered abroad over 

the face of the whole earth." 5 And the LORD 

came down to see the city and the tower which the 

sons of men had built. 6 And the LORD said, 

"Behold, they are one people, and they all have 

the same language. And this is what they began to 

do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them. 7 "Come, let Us go down and 

there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered 

them abroad from there over the face of the whole earth; and they stopped building the city. 9 Therefore its 

name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of the whole earth; and from there 

the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the whole earth. (Genesis 11:1-9 NAS) 
 

There are three lines of evidence which demonstrate the historicity of the events in this passage: the language families 

of the world, the different races of humanity, and the early emergence of cities in Mesopotamia.
1
 

 

Linguistic evidence: The language families of the world 

 ñThe many different languages in the world today can be classified into families.  For example, Chinese and Tibetan 

belong to the Sino-Tibetan family, while English and Russian belong to the Indo-European family.  Modern linguistic 

research has demonstrated that all the different members of a 

given language family developed from the same original lan-

guage.  Because of the geographical separation of humans, 

through processes of linguistic change these several original 

languages developed into many different local languages, such 

as Chinaôs countless different dialects.ò 

 ñIsnôt that just like evolution?ò Xiao Wang asked. 

 ñNo, itôs just like variation among created kinds.  The origi-

nal óproto-languagesô were fully functional, complex systems.  

In many cases, their grammar was more complex than that of 

modern languages.ò 

 ñHow many original languages were there?ò Xiao Li wanted 

to know. 

 ñThere is no general agreement among linguists, but it may 

have been more than ten.  These original mother tongues were 

all unique; no linguistic relationship can be found among them.  

There is no reason to think any one was derived from any other.  

This is an example of how the historical records in the Bible fit 

with evidences outside the Bible.  The Bible says humanityôs 

countless different languages all originally came from a set 

number of unrelated languages.  Modern linguistics agrees. 

 

Biological evidence: The different races of humanity 

 ñThe confusion of languages at the Tower of Babel also led 

indirectly to the development of different races.  With their unity 

broken by their inability to communicate, humans began to scat-

ter across the globe, doubtless divided according to languages.  

The result was geographical isolation and inbreeding of small 

groups.  In just a few generations, this would allow certain mi-

nor traits, such as the color of eyes and skin or the shape of eye-


